
Case Scenario: Defensible Documentation- Assignment Guidelines
You will complete a three-part project involving selecting appropriate wheelchair seating and mobility equipment and creating documentation to justify medical necessity for a specific case scenario during this course.  
1) The first part of this assignment will require you to work in small groups during the Technology Day Lab to determine 2-3 technology options to trial or simulate with your patient cases scenario to assist with decision making to match patient to appropriate technology. You are required to provide reasonable rationale for WHY each option was selected and might be appropriate. The WHY is very important for the first portion of this assignment.  Your group should complete and turn in Worksheet Part 1.
2) The second part of this assignment will require your group to specify and justify the most appropriate (based on instructor feedback) recommended seating and mobility equipment for your patient case scenario and complete Worksheet Part 2A & 2B provided to you. 

3) The third part of this assignment is an individual assignment. You will use the information provided in the case scenario and the feedback received from Part 1 & 2 group assignments to create a documentation report that can be used to submit to a third party payer requesting & justifying the medical necessity and appropriateness for your patient’s recommended seating and wheeled mobility equipment.  
Objectives of this assignment:

1. Be able to evaluate and synthesize data from a patient examination and select appropriate features of a WSM device following the principles of ethical decision making to meet the patient’s needs for function and prevention of injuries related to prolonged use of assistive technology. 
2. Produce written documentation and justification for a recommended WSM device that follows professional practice guidelines and meets the requirements of third-party payers.

Basic elements of defensible documentation:

1. General description of the client including: diagnosis, description of functional limitations, and client goals that will be addressed through application of the technology.  This description should be written for a person without specific medical background to understand (i.e. as little medical jargon as possible).
2. Evaluation results or findings in each body system with as many specific details as possible for systems that are relevant to the assistive technology being recommended.  For example, for a wheelchair seating system, thorough description of the musculoskeletal system, sitting posture, and any muscle tone abnormalities will be essential.

3. General description of the WC Assessment including: problems, goals, equipment trial/simulation used in decision making process, features of the recommended WSM technology features, and reasons why the client requires each feature; and/or how each feature of the technology will address the functional limitations and goals of the client.

4. A description of why the specific technology features were selected to meet the client’s needs and why a less costly alternative will not suffice.

5. Documentation should be written with the particular funding source and the objectives of that funding source in mind.  For example, if the funding source is a health insurance, the ways in which the technology meets the medical needs of the individual should be described.
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